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Preliminary Report:  Water Stand Pipes (known colloquially as Pumps) 
 
 

Introduction  
 
There are six stand pipes (often inaccurately referred to as pumps) within the boundaries of 
Wigginton Village Oxfordshire.  They were noted in the most recent Wigginton Conservation 
Area Appraisal (Aug 2017) as to ‘make a significant positive contribution to the character of 
the conservation area either for their architectural detail or for their part of the social 
history of Wigginton and therefore have been put forward for consideration for inclusion to 
the district-wide register of non-designated heritage assets’ (Appendix 3: Buildings and 
Features that make a Positive Contribution).    
 
The stand pipes, are in various states of disrepair and as part of the appraisal it is stated that 
they should be retained, sensitively repaired or replaced where lost. 
  
Wigginton has the second largest number of water pillars in the UK - the most found in one 
village is seven in Avening in Gloucestershire. 
 

The stand pipes are basically a tap, 
gravity fed from a water tower or 
like the ones at Wigginton and 
Avening, an earth covered reservoir 
on higher ground. 
 
The small handle was weighted to 
prevent people leaving them 
running and wasting water.  The 
spout has a hook cast on it to hang a 
bucket. 
 
The stand pipes were manufactured 
by E & H Roberts who were an 
ironworks foundry in Deanshanger 
(Northants).  They made a variety of 
cast iron Agricultural implements 
(ploughs, elevators, feeding troughs 
etc.) and general iron works (drain 
covers, gates, railings etc.), they 
were also highly regarded Water 
Hydraulic Engineers.  The Iron Works 
produced quality casting for 106 
years until it went bankrupt in 1927. 
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Reasons to protect/restore 
 
Whilst it is self-evident that socially important and unique features within the village should 
be saved, the Wigginton Conservation Area Appraisal (Aug 2017) along with a letter from 
Cherwell Council to the Village Historian (Mick Salt) regarding the stand pipes, are shown on 
the below (it is worth noting that the well head is also a non-designated heritage asset). 
 
Mentions of the Stand Pipes within the Wigginton Conservation Area Appraisal (Aug 2017) 
document are included in on the following pages.  The full document can be found here:  
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/396/wigginton-conservation-area-
appraisal-march-1998.pdf 
 
The pertinent references regarding the Stand Pipes (Pumps) have been circled: 
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Copy of communication with Cherwell Council kindly provided by Mick Salt  
 
Note: This preceded the appraisal of 2017 
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Locations Map 
 
The map below shows the locations of the 6 Water Standpipes: 
 

 
 
 
 

Cursory inspection 
 
A cursory visual inspection of each standpipe was carried out 19 April 2023 for the purpose 
of this report. 
 
Testing to see if they still dispense water was not carried out. 
 
Please see following pages for the observations. 
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Outside Milton Cottage 
 

Observations: 
 
All parts were complete and apart from some 
surface rust, it was in good condition. 
 
The stand pipe looks like it had been painted with 
a red oxide primer at some point but no top coat 
applied. 
 
The drain base was concreted and had some 
grass breaking through, however was in generally 
good tidy condition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Outside Pump Cottage 

 
Observations: 
 
Unfortunately, there is very little left of the stand 
pipe apart from the internal feed pipe (capped 
with a tap) and the drain.  A particular shame as 
the cottage was named after the ‘pump’. 
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Outside the Bus Shelter / Home Farm 
 
Observations: 
 
Missing external spout (and retaining bolt) 
Missing handle and weight 
Surface rust 
 
The drain base in generally good tidy condition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Outside Heronsbridge 

 
Observations: 
 
Stand pipe is complete and in good condition. 
Painted black and no rust. 
 
The drain base in starting to deteriorate but good 
tidy condition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Wigginton Stand Pipes Preliminary Report | April 2023  14 

Corner of Mill Lane and School Lane (Heartease) 
 
Observations: 
 
This stand pipe has been hit by a vehicle at some 
point and has caused the cast iron casing to crack. 
 
The top is loose and missing a bolt. 
Internal and external spouts are missing as is the 
weighted handle. 
 
There is a lot of surface rust. 
 
The base is not visible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Corner of Mill Lane and Dash Hill Lane (Manor Farm) 

 
 
Observations: 
 
Missing the internal and external spouts (remnant 
of external spout still bolted on) 
 
Handle fitted incorrectly and wedged against wall. 
 
Surface Rust. 
 
Base has some weeds coming through, but the 
surrounding edging is nicely shaped. 
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Repair / Protection Advice 
 
The following advice/tips were provide by some people who have expert knowledge of the 
protection and restoration of water stand pipes and water pumps: 
 
Reinstatement of Water: 
Due to many Health and Safety issues surrounding public supply of water, it was advised to 
keep them as decorative features of the village rather than a functioning stand pipe. 
 
Missing parts: 
Aluminium or Iron Casting – the missing parts could be remade by sand casting the shapes 
from a pump that is complete.  Luckily for Wigginton, we do have some complete ones.  
Other villages have had to rely on the goodwill of another villages to loan parts. 
 

3D printing – This may work for spouts but does not really adhere to the conservation 
appraisal that states that “traditional techniques and materials are used” (Wigginton 
Conservation Area Appraisal (Aug 2017) | Page 38 |: Reinstatement of Features) 
 
Foundries mentioned: 
Lockbund in Cropredy: https://www.lockbundsculpturefoundry.co.uk  
Barr and Grosvenor in Wolverhampton: http://www.bng-conservation.com/ 
 
Paint Colour: 
I spoke with an E & H Roberts historian regarding colour.  He had only ever seen the stand 
pipes in an eggshell black but did not rule out other colours.  Speaking with David Checkley 
and Mick Salt (who both remember using the stand pipes), the Wigginton ‘pumps’ were a 
dark green.   
 

It should also be noted, that a few people from SPAB felt it would be good to leave the 
original patina and just use a protective rust preventing wax instead of painting 
(https://www.dinitroldirect.com/product/dinitrol-high-performance-wax).  This would not work 
particularly well on the stand pipes that have had new parts cast but could work for the one 
outside Milton Cottage. 
 
Painting: 
The key to painting is preparation.  Avoid sand blasting if possible to preserve any historical 
paint that may remain.  Degrease, prime using a Zinc Phosphate primer 
(https://por15.com/) or a red oxide primer and use a quality top coat (thin multiple layers – 
avoid epoxy paints as the colour will fade).   
 

Where possible, the parts of the stand pipes should be painted separately to ensure they 
can be maintained without the risk of being stuck together with paint.  It will also mean the 
parts are fully protected. 
 
Re-assembly: 
Once parts are obtained/painted ensure copper grease is used on the threads and for parts 
you cannot reach, a wax such as Dinitrol should be used before re-assembling 
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Further Reading: 
 
Whilst looking for advice and information, I found this website which has some interesting 
info.  Sadly, it is an old site and some of the external URLs are no longer valid, however it 
may be of interest: http://www.villagepumps.org.uk/advice.htm 
 
Full Wigginton Conservation Area Appraisal (Aug 2017):   
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/396/wigginton-conservation-area-
appraisal-march-1998.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Well Head 
 
It is worth noting that the well head opposite St Giles Church is also afforded the same 
protection advice from the appraisal.  Currently the left hand side towards the rear is falling 
away and the village risks losing this socially important remnant of the village within the 
conservation area.  Repairs should be made by a skilled person using the correct materials 
(such as lime mortar etc.).  Use of incorrect materials may cause irrevocable damage. 
 

           
 

 


